new perspective that would place government and its management of information into the foreground rather than the technologies that have too often been given prominence by consultants and academics alike.
The next two articles in this double issue investigate ICT-mediated political participation from different perspectives. Amber Narro and her colleagues from Louisiana and Georgia examined the use and efficacy of legislators' home pages as elements in political communication. Taking a localist perspective these scholars show that some segments of the population in political districts are disadvantaged whilst others are favoured by the ways in which many of these legislator home pages are designed. Narro and her colleagues look at both sides of the communication relationship, legislators on one side and their constituents on the other. They show that the age, race and education of the legislator were likely to determine the type and quality of communication tools on their homepages. They also show that the race, income and education of constituents shape communication tools available on legislators' homepages.
Ovid Boyd from Orebro University, Sweden provides us with our fourth paper in this issue. Boyd offers us insights into a new form of political party that he styles 'e-democracy political parties', providing a typology and analytical scheme to capture these parties and, from this early in-depth study of four such parties, Boyd points up the diversity of citizen engagement in which they are involved. -in-Chief, Information Polity December, 2008 
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